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STAFF NEWS 


Winburn Thomas, following the Federation Consultation at Kodaikanal 
Ashram mentioned in the last issue of the News Sheet, has visited several 
branches of the S.C.M. in India and Pakistan. He also took part, together 
with Yngve Frykholm, a Swedish missionary in South India and a former 
secretary of World Student Relief, in the Annual Conference and Assembly of 
International Student Service in Bombay. 


Kyaw Than arrived in Great Britain from Burma on July 24. After several 
difficult days with European consulates and embassies, he reached Geneva and 
spent a few days in the Federation 
office before going to Biévres, where 
he took part in the various meetings 
there. He then went to the theol- 
ogical students’ conference at Stein, 
Germany, and has been back in the 
office since the beginning of Sept- 
ember. He will participate in the 
church workers’ and youth leaders’ 
course at the Ecumenical Institute 
at Bossey, and will visit a number 
of S.C.M.s in Europe, before going 
back to South-East Asia early in 
1951. 


_K.H. Ting, after attending the 
various meetings held in Canada this 
summer and having tried in vain to Kyaw Than, W.S.C.F. Secretary 
secure transportation back to China, 
returned to Geneva with his family at the beginning of September, after an. 
absence of more than a year. His wife, Siu May Ting, is in Switzerland | 
for the first time, as is young Master Stephen Ting, two years old, whose — 
knowledge of French is making tremendous progress ! y 

Bill Nicholls, newly married, has taken part with his wife in the various 
meetings at Biévres and Stein, and together with Keith Bridston, who was in 
charge of the theological students’ conference at Stein, represented the | 
Federation at a meeting of the Theological Commission on Intercommunion > 
of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches, | 
also held at Biévres. . ; 

Marie-Jeanne de Haller, after the meetings at Biévres, led the European-— 


American Seminar at Melun, and will leave early in October for the United 
States. 4 


:| 
: 
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Philippe Maury attended the various meetings in Canada and returned to. 


Europe in time for the Executive Committee meeting and conferences at. 
Bievres. He has been in the Geneva office since the last week of August. — 


Thus at the beginning of September, 13 rue Calvin is more thickly popu- 


lated with Federation secretaries than has been the case for more than two 
years. : 
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NEWS-LETTER 


‘Dear Friends, 


I have been asked to write about the recent Federation Political Consulta- 
‘tion held at Biévres, and I am attempting in this letter to trace in a summary 
way the work of the Political Commission, and to show how this Consultation 
‘was more or less the crowning event of its past four years’ work. The story 

of the Political Commission begins in 1946. World War II had ended, and 
as the members of the General Committee of the W.S.C.F. met for the first 
‘time in eight years, they were confronted with a number of problems arising 
out of the war. There were problems which demonstrated the need for 
clarifying Christian thought in matters relating to the world order, the establ- 
ishment of peace, and the challenge of communism and communist bodies. 
In addition, on certain international issues: the Federation might at times 
‘wish to seek a world-wide expression of. Christian student thought. In view 
‘of these numerous and varied problems, the General Committee decided 
to set up a four-man Political Commission, with three specific mandates : 


(1) to stimulate the Federation and the national Movements to_undertake 
their Christian responsibility for discussion, thought and action on political 
‘issues and problems ; ae 


(2) to give guidance in this discussion, thought and action, and 


(3) to provide means for international sharing of the fruits of activity, 
and to provide information on political issues of world concern. 


/ — In addition to the publication of special interpretative articles by competent 
authorities on political problems facing the Movements, and documentation 
of the information thus shared, the Commission from the outset looked 
towards the production of a pamphlet to summarize its findings and to initiate 
‘or stimulate such thinking in the national Movements. (It was even suggested 

that the Federation instead of producing the usual Grey Book might publish 
as a new feature — a Blue Book !) 

_ Since then the ball of discussion in the Political Commission has been 
kept rolling back and forth among individuals and among groups of national 

Movements. Dialogues were started between people, later to be superseded 
by the more successful “Sharing Information” type of correspondence: There 
has been an exchange of views both among Movements (for example, India 

and Britain), and among local units of the national Movements (for example, 

‘in the United States and France). 

Meetings of the steering committee of the Commission were held from 
time to time. There were first four, later five members in this committee, 
and it was a very representative group, consisting of one Chinese, one Amer- 
ican, one British, one Indian and one French member. The major event in 
the life of the Commission between the two General Committees of 1946 
and 1949 took place during the Federation summer conference, which met 
at Lundsberg in 1947 after the World Christian Youth Commission meeting 


at Oslo. A group of delegates gathered around the members of the Political ~ 


‘Commission and constituted themselves into a Political Consultation, which 
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studied for several days what could be a Christian understanding of political | 
power. This Consultation provided extremely valuable stimulation for all 
those who participated init, and material for a special issue of The Student’ 
World on “Christians and Power Politics’! for the Federation as a whole. — 
When the General Committee met last summer at Whitby one of its 
working commissions, which dealt with the question : “Where is the $.C.M. 
in the world struggle ?”, was really a continuation of the Political Commission. 
Some members of its steering committee were present and took a leading 
part in the discussions. This group presented to the General Committee 
a report on “The S.C.M. in the World Struggle”, which was extremely chal- 
lenging but which needed further study and rethinking. Therefore the General | 
Committee decided to ask the national Movements to send in the summer of | 
1950 some of their best political experts to a Consultation, which would 
revise the preliminary thinking done at Whitby and aim at publishing a 
booklet which would be of use to all Federation members. M. M. Thomas, 
who had been one of the most-active members of the Political Commission 
almost since its beginning and who is now Federation Vice-Chairman, agreed 
to prepare, together with Davis McCaughey of the British S.C.M. staff, a 
draft document which would develop the short report of Whitby and be 
used as a background document by this Political Consultation. 
The Korean War was raging as the forty-six members of the Consultation 
gathered at La Roche Dieu, the conference centre of the French S.C.M. 
at Biévres, with her gutted sides and damaged walls revealing the disastrous 
political events that had overtaken her. Some of the national Movements 
belonging to the Federation family had been either driven underground, 
dispersed or exiled, while some were living amidst historic changes. It was 
significant that in spite of all these difficulties and crises students from 
different areas could gather in His name, re-affirm their common allegiance 
to Him, and consider their task as Christians in the present world struggle. 
Devotional periods marked the beginning and the close of each day of the 
Consultation, and on Sunday the group gathered in the chapel of La Roche 
Dieu to join in worship and praise to God and to hear His Word. 1 
Under the chairmanship of Leila Anderson (U.S.A.), Treasurer of the 
Federation, we discussed from morning till night the blue, mimeographed, 
forty-page draft document prepared by M. M. Thomas and Davis McCaughey. 
This document helped the group tremendously in that it attempted to show 
where our fundamental Christian concern in politics lies, and to help the 
members of the different Movements in the Federation to speak intelligibly 
to a common point, in spite of differing national backgrounds. What is 
the basis of the Christian concern for politics ? How can a Christian discharge 
his duties in a revolutionary world ? What possible ways of Christian witness 
are there in situations where totalitarianism prevails, where liberal politics 


' Third quarter 1948.. This number is still available at Federation headquarters 
for Sw. Fr. 1. It includes articles by Penry Jones (Great Britain), John Deschner 
(U.S.A), Philippe Maury (France), K.H: Ting (China), Jacques Ellul (France), 
Bill Ellis (U.S.A.), and a study of the political thinking of Maritain, Barth and 
Brunner by Jacques de Senarclens (Switzerland). 4 
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La Roche Dieu, Biévres 


is dead, or where there is still a possibility of an alternative political technique ? 
Lastly, how can the Federation witness to Christ in these times? These 
were some of the basic questions that occupied the minds of the delegates 
who came from sixteen nations extending from Australia to the United States 
and from Africa to Sweden. 

_ For the last four years the Political Commission had been working stead- 
fastly towards such a meeting. At a time when many voices are calling to 
students, it is necessary that Christian students particularly should recognize 
His Call. Amidst the confusion of claims made on the attention and allegiance 
of students a word in season must be spoken. To present that word at such 
a time is precisely the aim of the Political Commission in bringing out a 
Grey Book incorporating the results of its discussions. 

The draft document sought for a possible common approach for Christians 
to politics and presented an interpretation of the world struggle. It then 
went on to consider the position of the Christian in the struggle and various 
possible ways of Christian witness in different situations. It said that Christians 
must not be too afraid of coming to any agreement “‘as though it necessarily 
enhanced the glory of our Lord that we should have nothing in common 
except the bare acknowledgement of Him with our lips” 


But undoubtedly there were differences — and fundamental theological , 


differences at that. While the document advocated ‘‘the concern for social 
justice’? as the Christian’s point of entry into the political realm, there were 
those who held that the impelling love of Christ working in Christians makes 
them take social and political action. The idea of a Christian taking part 
in a revolution because he considers it as an upheaval, “the end or meaning 
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of which is justice”, was seriously questioned because “‘this pseudo-right- . 
eousness which man claims can often become an egocentric passion for power”’. 
In order to argue a case, people tend to choose, from a vast number of facts, 
those which support their argument. On these grounds the document was 
criticized as lacking a proper theological starting point — for one’s theological 
and anthropological presuppositions determine what facts are considered 
most important. 

The draft document at the very outset claimed only to seek for a common 
approach to the Christian task in the world struggle, and not for an agreed 
analysis of the struggle. But the contention against this argument was that 
the most relevant point of entry into the world struggle cannot be understood 
unless one understands the true nature of that struggle. And this is possible 
only on the basis of a truly God-revealed knowledge. Therefore, it is impos- 
sible to enter into politics without.a theological starting point. 

It is possible to mention here only a few of the differing views expressed 
at the Consultation. These differences with and criticisms of the document 
have been registered and are to be presented as an appendix in the Grey 
Book. This will enhance its value, as readers among the national Movements 
will see in clearer relief the need for a conviction and a strong basis for a 
Christian’s witness in the political realm. 

The students of many national Movements, for example those in South- 
East Asia, will especially welcome such a Federation Grey Book, since they 
live in a transitional period of their various national histories, and are anxious 
to know why they should or should not, in obedience to Christ, help mould 
these changing conditions in their own lands. India, Pakistan, Burma, Ceylon, 
the Philippines and Indonesia are young post-war republics. Nationalism 
is often associated with the predominant, usually non-Christian, religions 
of these lands. Communism knocks at the doors of these nations, which are 
rent by internal strife and burdened with a legacy of post-war impoverishment, 
with a promise of social betterment. The Christian students in these lands, 
more than ever awake to the necessity of Christian witness in the political 
realm, will surely be enthusiastic about the subjects recently discussed in 
the Political Consultation of the Federation. 

As I have been thinking the whole thing over, I have been impressed by. 
the way in which La Roche Dieu has become a landmark in the life of the 
Federation and in the work of its Political Commission. Damaged yet. 
undestroyed, still able to accommodate people who raise hymns of praise 
to the Lord of the universe, La Roche Dieu in a way symbolizes the indom- 
itable spirit of the Christian who, though not of the world, yet being in 
the world, has to dare the storm and carry out his mission in the world struggle. 


Sincerely yours, 
KyAw THAN. 
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PLANNING AHEAD 


A : Meeting of the Federation Executive Committee 
= La Roche Dieu, Biévres, France —— August 6-10, 1950 


5 The Federation Executive Committee came together, almost exactly a 
year after its last meeting at Whitby, this time on the other side of the Atlantic 
‘in the old castle of La Roche Dieu near Paris, so well known to Federation 
“members before the last war. In 1937 there was a Federation conference 
‘on Bible study at La 
Roche Dieu; pre-war 
ecumenical retreats, in 
which prominent Roman 
Catholics, Orthodox, 
Anglicans and Protest- 
ants assembled at the 
invitation of the Feder- 
‘ation to discuss import- 
ant theological issues, 
‘were held there ; the 
General Committee met 
there in 1938, and a few 
weeks before the second 
world war broke out in 
‘Europe the Federation 
Executive met for the 
dast time until 1946 at 
‘La Roche Dieu. At that 
‘time it was a charming 
old house, typical of the 
peaceful, harmonious 
Style of the Ile de France. 
During the years of dark- 
ness which followed, it 
was occupied by Nazi 
troops, largely destroyed 
by explosion and fire, 
and further damaged by 
American soldiers. In 
the post-war years of 
hardship through which France has gone, it has been very slowly rebuilt. 
Those who this summer participated in the first international meetings to be 
held there since 1939 were constantly made aware of the destruction and 
suffering of the previous years — one wing of the main building is still in 
ruins. But La Roche Dieu is full of life again, and these evidences of the 


The Chapel, Biévres 


second world war served to remind us, while planning ahead, that the _ 


future is in the hands of God. 
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Twenty-five representatives from many parts of the world met under 
the chairmanship of Robert Mackie, and for four full days — and they were 
really full — tried to rethink together in the light of one year’s experience 
not only the mandate received from the General Committee at Whitby but 
the task with which the Federation is challenged by ever-changing conditions. 
Above all, we tried to see more clearly what is our fundamental task of witness 
in the daily life of our universities. Much time was spent in looking for 
what was somewhat humourously called an ‘‘umbrella’’, a focus for all our 
Federation concerns and commissions, a focus which would infuse a living 
spirit into all our activities. There was a growing if but dimly formulated 
nt recognition throughout these days that this focus was to be found in our 
eae missionary responsibility in the universities of the world and in our pastoral 

A responsibility towards our fellow students. 

We talked for some time about pastoral responsibility and the need for 
Denis: a fuller form of Christian life than is generally achieved in our Student 
Lae Christian Movements or our conferences. Since it is no longer imperative 
ag for the Federation to organize each summer a chalet for S.C.M. leaders. 
a and members in need of rest and rehabilitation, we made plans which will 

_ be initiated in 1951 for a new form of chalet. It will no longer aim at meeting 


ie material and physical needs, but at creating a new form of student Christian 
a community which will bring into harmonious balance the three elements of 
worship, study and common life. 

In addition to these study retreats at the Federation chalet, we planned 
many other meetings, including a Bible study conference in the United States 
in the summer 1951, a training course for S.C.M. leaders at Christmas 
Be _ 1951 in South-East Asia, and a conference of Latin American Student Christian 
i: Movements in January or February 1952. We discussed the possibility of — 

fy holding a conference of S.C.M. leaders to look at European problems. We 
studied what might be the program for a conference on missionary respons-— 
ibility. We also began to plan in very general terms for our next General © 


i . Committee meeting, which will probably take place in India around Christmas — 
ae 1952. We hope that in spite of financial difficulties most Movements in the — 
es Federation will be represented by delegates able to devote two or three months & 


to taking part not only in the Federation meetings, but also in the conference — 
planned by the World Christian Youth Commission for about the same 
time, and in visiting various Christian student and youth groups in Asia, 
before going back home with a new responsibility to be real messengers — 
from Asia to Christendom. 

We looked carefully at the very encouraging developments in the life — 
of many S.C.M.s, particularly of Orthodox groups in the United States, — 
and Movements in West Africa, Central America and South-East Asia. — 
We planned a budget for Federation work in 1951 which will call for increased _ 
support from all Federation members, and we took the necessary action to — 
secure personnel to carry out this program. No new: staff members were . 
appointed, but Keith Bridston’s appointment was extended until the next — 
General Committee meeting, and that of K. H. Ting was renewed for a 
further year. Thus in 1951 the Federation will have six staff members and — 
in addition the help of M. M. Thomas, Vice-Chairman, who is still willing — 
to give two or three months each year to the work of the Federation. 


A (Continued bottom of next page) 


PROVISIONAL HOPES 


This provocative title was the theme for the Annual Conference of the 
Federation, whose one hundred delegates from all over the world met at 
Biévres immediately after the Executive Committee of the Federation finished 
its work. During the summer of 1949, both the General Committee meeting 
in Canada and the summer conference in the United States had been centred 
on the fundamental Christian hope. We heard about the great hope which 
is in Christ Who is coming to establish His Kingdom; we meditated on this 


Annual Conference Steering Committee 
Wim Wesseldijk (Netherlands), Max-Alain Chevallier (Franee), Marie-Jeanne de 
Haller and Kyaw Than (W.S.C.F. staff), Solomon Babalola (Nigeria), Harvey 
Perkins ( Australia), Philippe Maury (W.S.C.F. General Secretary), John Deschner 
(U.S.A.) and Mikko Juva (Finland) 


Planning Ahead (continued) 


So fruitful was the meeting that at the general request of its members 
it was decided that the next Executive Committee, which will probably take 
place in Europe in August 1951, should last a full week, and that during 
three days its membership should be enlarged to include leaders from various 
Movements of the Federation, who happen to be in the neighbourhood 
at the time, to make a general review of the Federation program a year before 
its General Committee. 
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other City, in which we already have citizenship ; we tried to discover what. 


“th 


is the Christian conception of history, and we spoke of eschatology and of the — 


Lordship of Christ over all creation. It was therefore natural that the main 


Federation meeting in 1950 should consider the implications of this ultimate 


hope in our daily lives, and so the theme of “Provisional Hopes” was chosen. 
In describing the conference the imporstance of this theme should be emphas- 
ized, for instead of being a unanimously accepted pious slogan, it was a real 
bone of contention, and this in itself proved that it was a topic really worthy 
of a week’s serious study. What is a ‘“‘provisional hope” for a Christian ? 
What can we expect from the political world today ? What should be the 
Christian attitude in the midst of the utter disorder and injustice of this world ? 
Escapism into some warm religious retreat? A word of judgment and con- 
demnation together with a call to man to look elsewhere? Oraword of hope 
offered in a humble and very provisional way to this political world? The 
chairman of the conference, John Deschner, Executive Secretary of the 
United Student Christian Council in the United States, opened the meeting 
with a challenging speech in which he emphasized how the Christian, however 
sceptical concerning the ultimate fate of this world, is bound because of 
his hope in Christ to remain hopeful within the world. He should never be 
- pessimistic in the face of the present international tension, and never accept 
the idea that war will come. He should always expect improvement, justice 
and freedom, and be ready to fight for them; he should never despair when 
his expectations are not fulfilled, remaining hopeful in all these provisional 
concerns because he is rooted in an unshakable hope that Christ comes 
victorious. : 


Ecumenical experience in French cooking 
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The conference was privileged to hear several 
_ outstanding speakers. Professor Donald MacKinnon 
of the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, delivered 
_two speeches on “The Relevance of Christian 
_ Theology” and “Christian Faith and Political 
Ideologies”. Henri Hatzfeld, student chaplain at 
the University of Strasbourg, 
France, spoke on politics and 
evangelism. Charles Arbuthnot, 
_Tepresentative of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States to 
the World Council of Churches, 
developed the idea of provisional 
hope in relation with the problem 
of church reunion in the United 
States. Wim Wesseldijk, secret- 
ary of the Dutch S.C.M., gave 
a brilliant introduction to the 
“present problems of Europe. All 
these speakers ! were so stimul- 
ating that the hour planned for 
_ discussion of each address proved 
insufficient, and in the evenings, 
which had purposely been kept 
“free, many delegates gathered 
‘around them to continue~ the 
J ‘ . . 
discussion and the experience of 
_common thinking and discovery. 
During these evening per- 
ods, any other questions which 
had arisen during the program 
-of the day were also discussed, Prof. Donald MacKinnon in action 
particularly those which had 
‘come out of the morning Bible studies on Psalms, for Bible study was the 
other focus of the conference program. (A few Psalms had been selected 
in advance and an outline circulated to all delegates.) Every morning small 
groups of about eight people met to study together a Psalm which-had also 
‘been the subject of the meditation in the morning prayers, and had been 
“studied individually by all members of the conference in a period of silence 
‘after prayers. This method of Bible study, already traditional in the Federa- 
tion (our so-called Lundsberg method), proved its fruitfulness once again by 
‘providing the delegates with an opportunity to meet in small units where the 
less vocal, the more timid, and those who were hampered in larger groups by 
their inadequate knowledge of one of the normal working languages, English, 
French and German, could take part actively in the discussion. In addition, 
most delegates were responsible once for leading their small group in this 


i Several of these speeches are published in The Student World, fourth quarter, © 
1950, on sale at the Federation office for $0.50 (Sw. Fr. 2.50). 
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Haller and Bill Nicholls of the Federation staff. _ 

Finally and fundamentally, this was a conference of worship. In the quiet 
and beautiful simplicity of the chapel of La Roche Dieu, we gathered morning’ 
and evening to present our prayers of adoration, repentance and intercession 
to God, following either an order of service especially prepared for the con- 
ference, or the traditional form of one of the liturgical confessions, or simply 
joining in free intercessory prayer. On Sunday morning the Word of the Lord 
was preached by Robert Mackie, the Federation Chairman. Most members 
of the conference could take part in the service of communion in this small 
chapel according to the order of the Reformed Church of France, which was 
host to the conference. .e 

It was a good conference — people enjoyed it, and it was marvellous to_ 
hear again the rooms and woods resounding with the voices and laughter (how 
loud those Australians can laugh !) of so many students from so many coun- 
tries. We had a marvelous excursion during which the delegates saw some of 
the glories of French history and art, the cathedral of Chartres, the palace 
of Versailles, and the most beautiful monuments of Paris. It was a good 
conference in that those who took part in'it went away with new ideas, and 
with some of their traditional opinions challenged by this ecumenical encoun- 
ter. It was a good conference because many left with a new decision to do 
something about this world in which there is so much despair and so little 
hope. It may have been a good conference because for some it had the signi- 
ficance of this unique encounter between God and man which cannot be 
approximated by any human effort. It will remain as an outstanding event in 
the life of the Federation in this student generation. 


FOR SALE! 


We wish to bring to your attention that copies of certain back numbers of The 
Student World are still available at Federation headquarters. Of particular value 
for both yourself and your Student Christian Movement are the following : 


No. 2, 1947 The Necessity of Forgiveness ..... Sw. Fr. .75 
No. 3, 1947 Comment on Democracy ......~. » 1.00 
No. 4, 1947. A Christian Discussion of the University » 1.00 
No. 1, 1948 News out of Asia ..... Bap ene tet » sais 
No. 3, 1948 Christians and Power Politics .... . » 1.00 
No. 4, 1948 The Growing Church. ........ » 1.00 : 
No. 1, 1949 Assessment of Reconstruction ..... » 1.00 
No. 2, 1949 How Essential is the Bible?...... » 1.50 
No, 4,).1949:) Christians in’ History: 2) on aee eae » 1.50 
No. 1, 1950 The ‘Sacrament of Unity.7 ce. = se ete DoD 50 
Noi 2, /19504 Ac Holy: Calling vine ueoe antec acne »: e210 50 
No. 3, 1950 Witnessing among Students ..... . D250 


If you want to be well informed, you ought to read Unto A Lively Hope, 
a Report on the Life of the World’s Student Christian Federation and Related 
National Student Christian Movements during the years 1946 to 1949. On 
sale at Federation headquarters, Sw. Fr. 2.00. 
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A WHITBY, 1950 
An Adventure in Youth Cooperation 


It is an exciting experience to attend an ecumenical and international con- 
ference. But it is a different kind of exciting experience to see how the first 
blueprint of such a conference gradually takes shape through a week-long 
‘process of prayer, Bible study, spiritual exploration and mutual cultural 
encounter in a small ecumenical and international planning group. This 
“opportunity was given those who attended the meeting of the World Christian 
Youth Commission in July, 1950, at Ontario Ladies’ College, Whitby, Canada, 
famous in Federation circles as the meeting place of the General Committee 
just a year before. — 

i To attend that Whitby meeting of the W.C.Y.C. was to discover that the 
‘Federation is not the only Christian youth movement in the world, that it is 
not the largest in number but perhaps the smallest, and that only very recently 
have efforts been made to bring about a closer relationship among the various 
ecumenical youth bodies. Following the Oslo Conference in 1947 the 
W.C.Y.C. emerged as the instrument for continued cooperation “among five 
‘sponsoring bodies : the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches, 

the Youth Department of the World Council-of Christian Education, the 
World’s Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s, the World’s Y.W. .C. A., and the World’s 
Student Christian Federation. 

_ At Whitby there were some thirty representatives of these bodies. During 
‘the week we did not, of course, spend all our time working on plans for the 
ecumenical youth conference to be held in 1952. Each day there was an 
inspiring Bible study on Ephesians under the direction of the gifted and pas- 
torly Beverley Oaten of Canada. In this study the sweep of St. Paul’s vision 
of God’s purpose, the depth of his concern for those to whom he wrote, and 
the vividness of his images of new life in Christ spoke very clearly, and influ- 
enced unmistakably the discussion about the conference. Also, special atten- 
tion was called to the fact that now, in the sixth year after the war, there are 
still many refugees, that we as youth have a special responsibility towards 
refugee youth, and that to fulfil this responsibility is at the same time to avail 
ourselves of opportunities for international and ecumenical enrichment. 
The discussion on evangelization of youth in industry was illustrated by the 
coloured moving picture of the Work Camp Fellowship of the Canadian S.C.M. 

called ‘““A More Excellent Way’, which gives a vivid picture of their experi- 
ment in a special kind of Christian witness in industry and in the breaking 
down of the walls of separation which divide one section of a community 
from another. 

But major attention was given to the forthcoming ecumenical world youth 
conference. Did the representatives of the five organizations at Whitby decide: 
to have “‘another Oslo”? No. As was expected, it was felt that any repeti- 
tion or imitation of something in the past, just because it had been a great 
experience then, would be a mistake. We must recognize that the world has, - 
Eeansed since then, and that we must face the present situation. 
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Irresistibly our thoughts turned to Asia which, as the Commission said 
in its “Call to Christian Youth, “‘is in a period of crisis”. It is not an old, 
static continent with dead or dying civilizations. In fact it is torn by struggles 
and revolutions. Some elements in its ancient cultures are resurging with new 
vitality, while others are giving way to vigourous secularist ideologies. Our 
sympathy with independence movements in Asia and our joy over their fruits 
are mixed with a deepening anxiety that the Lordship of Christ over all be 
urgently and powerfully proclaimed at this moment. Today is the decisive 
hour for the future course of Asia. The battle for her soul is on. And, from 
the human point of view, it is very probably already in its last phase, as far as 
the Christian’s chance to win it and to claim Asia for Christ is concerned. 

The Commission felt the urgency of the Church’s evangelistic task most 
keenly in Asia, and consequently planned to hold the forthcoming world 
conference in the Asian setting. It will be a unique occasion when the youth of 
the Church of the whole world, through their representatives, go to Asia and 


A CALL TO CHRISTIAN YOUTH 


y issued by the 
World Christian Youth Commission 
meeting at Whitby, Ontario, July 22, 1950 


At this time, when fear and conflict shake our entire world and profoundly 
affect the life of the Christian Church, the members of the World Christian 
Youth Commission send greetings to you the Christian youth of every land, 
calling you to a fresh witness of your faith in the power and love of Christ. 

This witness of ours must come more alive. It must be carried on as part of 
the world-wide witness of us all. This means taking account of areas in which the 
struggle to be a faithful servant of Christ is especially difficult. The members 
of the Commission would seek to deepen your concern for a renewed Christian 
witness in Asia. For Asia is in a period of crisis for society. The achievement 
of independence, the movement of Communism, the aggressive revival of 
ancient faiths and cults, the discarding of traditional ways of life, the temp- 
tation to religious compromise, the enormous population contrasted with the 
tiny numbers of the Church, and the tremendous extent of poverty — all 
these make Asia a centre of spiritual struggle and opportunity for Christian 
youth. 

A Conference of Christian youth from all over the world is being called to 
meet in India in 1952, in order that Christian youth may discover together 
where they stand in the world, and may be fired to proclaim Jesus Christ as 
Lord of all in the midst of false gods and false hopes. We call upon all to 
enter into the struggle of your Asian brothers by study, prayer and action, 
that God may bring about through us His order of love and win the young 
people.of the world to His service. 
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identify themselves in the most intimate way possible with the struggle of 
_ the Christians there. Through this identification Christian youth both in Asia 
~and elsewhere will be led to understand anew the Christian faith, the Bible 
_ message, and the evangelistic task of the Church in the immediate Asian 
Situation. 
, We are constantly forced to ask ourselves : What is the Christian faith ? 
- And how should we proclaim it? In this conference Christian youth every- 
where will be confronted with the question: How does the Christian faith 
have meaning for the people in Asia today ? And how can Christians become 
_ conversant with the situation, concerns, aspirations and cultural milieu of the 
Asian people, so as to proclaim the Christian Gospel to them with power ? 

This conference it not to be of the mass rally type, but will last longer than 
Oslo and study will be more central in its program. It will be held in the 
winter of 1952, and India has very graciously extended an invitation. For 

_ those from the northern hemisphere this will mean a hot winter ! Since only 
_two to three hundred people will attend the conference and more than half 
‘will be from Asia, much of the work of the conference will consist of pre- 
paratory study and exchange in small groups all over the world on the basis 
of material that will be issued soon. 

The idea of a “world conference in the Asian setting”’ is particularly signi- 
ficant. As human beings we cannot but be limited by time and space, and 
a “world conference” must be held in some particular area of the world. But 

thus far world Christian conferences have almost invariably been overwhel- 
mingly western not only in setting and in mentality, but also in the problems 
raised and in general orientation. Only somewhat ‘‘westernized’’ orientals 
-can feally take part in such a world conference, and even then not without 
‘some struggle to put themselves in the position of their western fellow-Christ- 
ians. But this time the setting will be Asian. Let us hope that this will be 
‘not merely a geographical technicality, but that it will truly be a conference in 
‘which Christians of the world will humbly learn of God through listening to 
what He is saying to the Church in Asia. Our experience will be comparable 
‘to that of learning of God’s message to us through reading the letters to the 
seven churches as given in the opening chapters of Revelation ; we shall need 
to make a real effort to put ourselves in the position of other Christians. 

The World Christian Youth Commission is a new organization and only a 

few have so far heard of it. It represents the will to cooperate of the five ecu- 
menical youth bodies on the world level, and will probably influence their 
‘national, regional and local counterparts also to seek for ways to bring about 
closer relationships. You will surely be hearing about the W.C.Y.C. Mean- 
‘while, will you be on the look-out for more detailed announcements and 
‘materials in connection with its conference in India in 1952 ? 


The cover picture shows an international group at the World Christian 
- Youth Commission meeting at Whitby : Anama Thomas (India), John Paulos 
(Greece), C. W. Li (China), Corona Heath (Canada), Cox Van Heemstra 
(Netherlands), K. H. Ting (China), John Wood (U.S.A.), and Michico 
Hasegawa (Japan). 
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MEDITATION ON ECCLESIASTES . 


This meditation by Henri Hatzfeld was published in Le Semeur, and has been’ 
translated by Steven Mackie. 


Ecclesiastes was written during a period of transition, one of those periods which 
are perhaps more exciting for the historian than even the great ages of history, 
although they have none of their balance, their grandeur, or their perfection. Periods — 
of transition are confused and chaotic, filled with schemes that have miscarried, with 
hopes that have been disappointed. At such a moment man can live no longer with-— 
out bringing to trial the whole structure of the civilization in which he lives. Civiliza- 
tion is a form in which man tries to express the knowledge he has of his own destiny. - 
But it is a fragile structure. It cannot stand without tricks of painting that falsify 
the perspective, nor without the conventions by which we forget what cannot be 
integrated. There comes a time when man discovers that there is no more joy to be 
found in building his house, but that he is prey to an uneasiness aroused in him by © 


‘the arbitrary nature of his own work. He sees its beauty no more; it is the defects 


which spring to his view. From this moment he questions himself closely, and taking 
all of which he once was proud he submits it to a critique which — as a prelude to new 
enterprise — seems no less subversive, no less criminal. 


The message of the Preacher seems so. modern to us, across the centuries, because — 


_. it is the witness of a period like our own that called in question all the values inherited 


from the past ; values formerly so certain that we took no care of them, thinking them. ‘ 
as firm as the horizon itself. When our generation questions the constructions of the 


world in which it lives, it finds in Ecclesiastes the tremor of its own uneasiness. 


* * * 


Some of these constructions are subjective : our mental universe of thought, of 


feeling, of moral principles ; our scale of values. Others are objective : society, poli- 


tical organization, the world itself. Let us take two examples. 
Ecclesiastes takes up again the problem of reward and punishment with which 


the Psalmists and Job were concerned. What connection is there in this world between ~ 
_ moral goodness and happiness, between guilt and suffering? Is the righteous man — 


happy ? Does God bless the man that keeps his commandments? We are far indeed 


from the optimism of the first Psalm : “Blessed is the man... whose delight is in the — 


law of the Lord... whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The ungodly are not so : but 
are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.” Job has already faced us with the 
crucial mystery of the righteous man that suffers, the innocent man that proclaims his 
innocence in the very heart of misfortune. But the book of Job has a happy ending, 
and, above all, Job saw God! There is nothing like this in Ecclesiastes : “‘There is a 
vanity which is done upon the earth ; that there be just men, unto whom it happeneth 
according to the work of the wicked ; again, there be wicked men, to whom it happen- 
eth according to the work of the righteous : I said that this also is vanity” (8: 14). 
Moreover from the very first chapters, Ecclesiastes insists that happiness itself is 
vanity (2: 1) and is no less grievous than all the rest. 

What about the society in which we live? Listen to the Preacher : “Moreover I 
saw under the sun the place of judgment, that wickedness was there ; and the place of 
righteousness, that iniquity was there (3: 16)... I said in mine heart concerning the 
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hey themselves are beasts (3: 18)... If thou seest the oppression of the. poor, and 
violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter : for 
e that is higher than the highest regardeth ; and there be higher than they. Moreover 
the profit of the earth is for all : the king himself is served by the field” (5 : 8-9). What 
4s left after that of the pleasant illusion that sets us in a world where judges are just, 
Soldiers are valiant, statesmen upright and competent, and professors learned? The 
curtain is up on the human comedy. 

_ Do those of us who have read Prévert still believe in the fiction of a Utopia which 
‘conforms to the precepts of an ethical treatise? We have read Camus, Sartre, Kafka. 
We are now reading Ecclesiastes. 


j 


* * * 
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But there is more to it than that. We would not be afraid if we found in Eccle- 
Siastes some foreshadowing or other of the criticism of “bourgeois values” to which 
we are sufficiently accustomed. There is more than that. When we read: Ecclesiastes 
we tremble as before a forbidden utterance, before words that ought never to have 
been spoken. We feel that we are touched at a deeper level than our conformity, or 
what is left of it. We seem to be standing at a mysterious threshold, daring impiety 
itself. Does not the book of Ecclesiastes have more to say about it than any Christ- 
jan can say? Great is the daring of this man, whose quiet voice speaks —in the very 
pages of the Bible — with a disillusionment so near to disbelief, ‘‘God is in heaven, 
and thou upon earth,” he says (5: 2), which is the samevas to say that the mystery of 
our fate is entirely out of our hands. “I said, I will be wise ; but it was far from me. 
That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out ? (7: 23-24)... A man 
cannot find out the work that is done under the sun : because though a man labour to 
seek it, yet he shall not find it; yea farther; though a wise man think to know it, 

yet shall he not be able to find it” (8:17). Two things are certain, that all things 
“under the sun’”’ happen by chance, choosing their victims at hazard, without rhyme 
or reason ; and again that death puts an end to all our “vanities”, gathering them 
into a night that is darker still. ‘It is good and comely for one to eat and to drink, 
and to enjoy the good of all his labour that he taketh under the sun all the days of 
his life, which God giveth him : for it is his portion... For he shall not much remem- 
ber the days of his life ; because God answereth him in the joy of his heart” (5 :.18, 20). 
It seems as if the death of all the illusions and conventions on which we rest so 
slothfully has brought with it a deep sickness that touches faith itself; as if the dis- 
turbance of all temporal values would not pass over till it had menaced that which 


transcended both values and time itself. What is left after this reckoning in which . 


happiness and righteousness, wisdom and power are seen to be what they really are: 
vanity and yexation of spirit ? Was not faith the key-stone of the whole ? And is faith 
not menaced too, implicitly ? Are the fools not right after all who feel vaguely that 
you cannot challenge the moral order of a civilization without challenging its religion 
and its faith and God Himself? If the work of east is a work of desecration, 
where are its ravages to stop ? 

_ Let us dare to ask this question. For a long time this book has seemed an enigma 
to Christianity. Is it a book of faith or of unbelief? The scholars tell us that Eccle- 
siastes is marked by foreign influences, by the wisdom of Egypt, the philosophies of 


Greece. Is it the book of a sceptic, or even of despair? Should it be part of the ~ 


canon, or not? These questions we cannot avoid. 
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state of the sons of men, that God mi ight manifest them, and that they might see that - 


We must be courageous enough to realize that Ecclesiastes is the work of a hesi- — 
tant and enfeebled faith. It seems that here, as in certain moments of our lives, a 
force of uneasiness and of doubt has taken the whole place, as it were, of that other 
affirmatory force that boldly confesses the living God. The Preacher is no atheist, yet 
before-this world where all that is seems made but to deceive and turn again to dust, 
he can only speak of God as of a bound to which the tired soul comes, feebly beating 
its wings after a flight without hope. This is the “attenuated God” of Supervielle. 

This is the trait of Ecclesiastes which, if we recognize it frankly, gives all its value 
to the little book. Let us keep it preciously in our Bible. The Preacher’s incredulity 
— if we may use the word — is the pinch of salt which will always keep our faith from 
turning into an insipid credulity. It is not of course at the centre of the biblical revela- 
tion, but it is essential to it. It will always be a salutary challenge to our indolence to 
hear once more this voice, so calm and yet so disquieting. ‘We are always too ready — 
to believe. 

It is good that our incredulity should not be something apart from the Bible, but 
should have its place within its pages. How marvellous it is that we should not be™ 
kept from the revelation at the moment when both mind and heart are hesitating. — 
At this very hour — God Himself has told us, He who knows so much more than we 
do about the state of our soul — at this very hour, when IJ feel that I am furthest from 
Him, most ready to abandon Him, I find myself, just as I am, before Him, and in~ 
the book of His grace. I am no longer ashamed of my doubts ; God has revealed 
them to me Himself, before I dared confess them ! 4 

The secular world of Ecclesiastes — our world today — is a world that faith 
knows not how to hold on to any longer. It is a world that loses its value and its 
colour before our steady gaze, because we have no longer the power which comes from — 
constant recourse to the Lord our God. We have criticized a decadent society, we 
have dismantled the contrivances of a badly-constructed economy, we have clearly 
seen the lies of a hypocritical morality ; all that as yet is nothing. We would still be 
deceiving ourselves, unless we saw where we were because of it all. Faith alone —_ 
for faith is love — can give the world back its value ; just as genius alone — the genius — 
of the painter — can give beauty to a commonplace landscape. Without faith the © 
universe goes bad before our eyes. How often, in a world like this, we throw myths to © 
the winds, how often we must necessarily treat it with disrespect. But do we retain © 
love to stop the whole from being dissolved into indifference — or worse? In short our — 
“disorder before the world of today’, is it not just our lack of faith ? 

Faith alone can fill us with that piety towards creation, that attitude of expectant ; 
fervour before nature, before mankind, before history, which would be the real 
answer to our problem. ; I 

But there is yet another way in which Ecclesiastes astonishes its reader. How is it 
that this small book of disillusionment has such a different ring from all the other — 
books on the vanity of human wishes — and there are many of them. Here there is — 
neither hate nor rebellion, neither anger nor contempt, neither derision nor savour — 
of disgust. Nor yet is there pride or stoicism. No human refuge which might have 
been offered is to be found here. Read the last page of the book, that admirable — 
evocation of old age and its attendant evening. A feeling of almost supernatural — 
serenity will grip you. What peace is here! The whole work ends on a note of suspense. 

Ecclesiastes comes at that place in Jewish thought when a belief in the resurrec-_ 


tion is just about to be born. We will say no more, but leave you on the threshold of — 
this mystery. 
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-. STEIN THEOLOGICAL - 
_ STUDENTS’ CONFERENCE 


August 24 - September 2 


We 


e 


Do we have today an adequate “theology of the laity” ? This was the 
ee es question posed by M.M. Thomas of India, Vice-Chairman of 
- the Federation, in his opening talk to the Theological Students” Conference 
eat Stein-bei-Niirnberg in Germany. Unless this question is satisfactorily 
_ answered, he went on, theologians and church leaders are likely to fall into 
- either the sin of escapism, which has a nihilistic view of the secular world, or 
' the sin of sentimentalism, which would return to the Middle Ages and make 


_ the whole of life “religious”. M. M. Thomas’s own suggestion was that the | 


- Church should understand itself as the “world which knows it is redeemed” ; 
and then the true call of God for a Christian is to be in the world within the 
Christian community. The minister is to be a representative of the vocation of 

_ the laity at the deepest level. Furthermore, the true function of a living 
- theology is to confront the real world with the real Word ; as Cullman has 

said, ‘“‘sick theology is healed in healing the world.” A theological student 
~ can never disassociate his calling from the life of the secular world ; insofar 
_ as he does, he fails-to see the real meaning both of Christian ministry and 

. Christian theology. 

; These were the kind 
of issues which underlay 
' much of the discussion 

of a group of theological 
» students from many dif- 
| ferent countries and con- 
~ tinents — Europe, Asia, 
_ Africa, Australia, North 
and South America — 
and a= great variety 
of church backgrounds 
- — Orthodox, Anglican, 

Lutheran, Reformed and 
_ Free —as they dealt with 

_the main subject of the 
conference : ‘“‘Theolog- 
ical Training in the 
- Modern World’. Other 
speakers attacked this 

from different approa- 
ches. Charles West of 
the U.S.A., out of three 


_ years of recent €xper-" Father Anatol Drewing (Munich), Bill Lazareth (U.S.A.), 
_ience in China, in speak- jy. M. Thomas (India) and Bill Nicholls (Great Britain) 


ing of “Theology and ~ at Stein 


Pr cd 


Mission”, told of the moral faith of the | 
communists, their dynamic view of | 
history, their rigourous “‘self-culture”, 
and discussed the ‘‘methodology of 
Christian evangelism’? which must be — 
used in the light of these factors. Prof. 
William Fennell of Emanuel College, | 
Toronto, asked for a positive Christian — 
theology which would give some real 
hope and power for a renewal of the © 
secular world in his address on “Faith 
and Culture’”’. Prof. Gerhard von Rad of — 
Heidelberg Universityspoke on “Godand 
Man in the Old Testament”, showing the | 
Bible’s realism in its view of the nature 
and purpose of man, the Jewish sense 
of the ‘“‘wholeness”’ of history, and the — 
“inner brokenness” which characterizes — 
the Chosen People — the brokenness © 
which always results when man is con- — 
fronted by the Word of God and which is the precondition of ultimate 
salvation. ; F 
In a talk on ““Dogmatics and Ecumenism” which aroused a great amount — 
of discussion for the rest of the conference, Prof. Iwand of Gottingen Uni- 
versity demanded new dogmatic thinking, the kind of dogmatics which might 
be described as “the miracle of the eyes of a believer which have been opened’’ — 
— eyes which see that Jesus Christ is Lord of the world. This true type of 
dogmatism will be a vivifying ecumenical factor, driving the confessional 
churches to carry to a conclusion long unfinished battles, arousing them from ~ 
their ‘“‘comfortable winter quarters” where they have rested so long. Further- 
more, this true dogmatism will reveal the basic struggle in the Church, namely, 
_ that between Christ and anti-Christ; seeing the subtlety of this struggle, the 
ecumenical dogmatician will be aware that even unity itself may become an 
instrument of the anti-Christ. Only confessing faith is a guarantee of the true 
Church ; lacking it'a church may have the traditions, the right dogmas, the 
right sacraments and all the outward forms of the Church and yet in reality 
be the church of anti-Christ. The ‘ecumenical Church” may conceivably be 
only the “‘two or three” gathered together in the name of Jesus Christ. 
_ Finally, Rev. Frank Bennett, of the Church of England, in “Pastoral Care 
in a Mass Society” emphasized the practical application which must be made 
of all theological theories in the life of an ordinary parish, and Miss Sarah 
Chakko of India in the concluding speech, “Men and Women in the Church’’, 
indicated the difficulty which women have in finding creative outlets for their 
talents within the Church, and expressed the desire for a far deeper and more 
relevant study of the biblical view of men and women, which would deal — 
with such issues as the image of God in man and woman, and the implications 
of the ‘new man in Christ” for the place of women in the Body. Other 
speakers and leaders were Mr. Zika Prvulovich of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church, Dr. Wolfgang Schweitzer of the World Council of Churches Study 


Professor Iwand 
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_ but also an introduction to the subject by an expert... The deeper our spiritual © 


Pscpartinent. Prof. Gollwitzer of Bont University, who conducted the Lutheran 
Sunday service in the parish church, Rektor Herman Dietzfelbinger of the 
Nirnberg Predigerseminar, Pastor Horst Bannach, General Secretary of the 
German Studentengemeinde and chairman of the conference, and Keith 
- Bridston, Bill Nicholls and Kyaw Than of the W.S.C.F. staff. 

Beside the usual program fare of talks, commissions, and worship ser- 
“vices, an innovation was introduced at Stein by including an hour’s quiet 
"period after morning prayers for individual meditation. This was a new 
experience for many of the students, and though there was expressed a desire 
_ for more guidance in the use of such a period, most agreed that it had been a 
valuable experiment which might prove a worthwhile precedent for other 
_ Federation conferences. As the report of the Commission on “Parish Ministry 


_ and the Life of a Seminary”’ pointed out : ‘“‘While we would not recommend a 


_ complete conference on the subject of prayer, we do earnestly feel that every 
_ future W.S.C.F. conference should contain not only the period for meditation 


life is, the more certain we can be that. our theology will not deteriorate into 


‘a mere intellectual debate.” 
Expressions of gratitude for the conference have already been reaching 


_ Geneva. A British delegate mentions the warm hospitality shown at the Heim 


des Bayrischen Miitterdienstes where the conference was held :~‘‘The com- 


- munity spirit and cheerfulness among the staff of the Miitterheim in making 
' each one of us individually feel we belonged made it much more certain we 


would belong to each other.’”’ A German delegate says: ‘“‘But what left the 


_ deepest impression on me was the underlying basis of the conference: the 
_ spirit of honesty and seriousness in trying to find new ways of understanding 


J; 


each other’s faith and tradition. I sometimes wondered — speaking of former 


experiences — if the ecumenical work of the churches or other Christian 
* organizations is not in danger of becoming superficial by avoiding the deeper 
_ problems. One is satisfied in creating a warm atmosphere of Christian friend- 
_ liness, listening to one another’s convictions and problems, seeing differences — 
_ but one does not face them and comes too easily to solutions. 


? 


“A real attempt to avoid this danger was made at Stein. We saw, for 


_ instance, the problems of the conception of the Church as a visible and invis- 


ible one. We had to face the difficulties of different languages and therefore 


of different understanding of one another’s terminology. We had to over- 


; 


come the difficulties of different theologies, the fact of different political out- 
looks (the problem of East and West). But we really faced those problems 


_and did not come to superficial solutions. We stated each other’s differences — 
_ but we did not let them be a hindrance to come to one another. And in this 


atmosphere of honesty and willingness, of sincerity and seriousness, we could 


- meet in a deeper sense than just human friendliness. There it was possible to 


agree in disagreements, to let things be in a healthy tension, to see and to 
appreciate the faith and theology of the Christian brother from another 


country, to learn of Anglican and of Finnish ways of worship, to become 
humble when hearing of practical faith in India, to be in one spirit in prayers 
and intercessions for the Church of Christ through all the world. It was the 
deep and not superficial experience of Stein that there is a manifoldness of. 
pexpressing the belief in Christ, bas one living Christ only, who unites us all.” 


eats He, 


EUROPEAN-AMERICAN 
SEMINAR 


It was a valuable though difficult meeting which gathered together at Le 
Rocheton, Melun, a conference of about sixty students, over two-thirds from 
the United States and the rest from various European Movements. The diffi- 
culty resulted from an epidemic of some unknown disease which put more 
than one-third of the delegates to bed rather seriously ill. Some critical minds 
tried to evaluate the relative physical resistance of the European and Ameri- 
can students. It was’ obvious that the American delegates, who were tired 
after a long and stimulating tour of various European countries, suffered much” 
more from this “bug” than the Europeans. Everyone survived, and some 
recovered before leaving for home. 

However, in spite of such misfortune, the meeting was fruitful. There were 
a number of speakers. Paul Abrecht of the Study Department of the World 
Council of Churches and Paul Limbert, President of Springfield College in 
the United States, presented an interpretation of American civilization and 
university life, while Wim Wesseldijk, secretary of the Dutch S.C.M. and 
Christopher Symons, a factory inspector from England, described the Euro- 
pean tradition and way of life. Pastor Alex Johnson from Norway spoke on 
“How to be a Christian in 1950”. Robert Mackie, Chairman of the Federation, 
showed us the Church’s task in the world today. 

The significance of the meeting was considerably heightened by the fact 
that the American students had had such a variety of experiences in many 
European countries, and were able to listen to the speeches while remembering — 
what they had seen, not only in Western Europe, but also in Berlin and Yugo- 
slavia. For the Europeans, who are so often inclined to look at the United 
States as either an earthly providence in charge of meeting all needs of the rest 
of the world or as a new imperialist power of the twentieth century, the pos- 
sibility to meet with this large group of American students and to discuss 
with them the many misunderstandings which exist between the two sides of 
the Atlantic was extremely valuable. In addition to the human encounter 
between students from different national and cultural backgrounds, who hold 
different political opinions, who are members of different churches and do not 
share the same theological convictions, and who still discover in one another 
fellow Christians who are also members of the Body of Christ — this seminar 
at Melun was also the occasion of a very fruitful political confrontation. 
The question of the nature and value of democracy was studied and gave rise 
to several heated discussions, and the delegates also considered together the 


urgent question of the particalnt responsibility of the Christian Church todas 
when confronted with the world struggle. 
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_ INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
SERVICE SUMMER PROGRAM 
IN INDIA 


_ Early September marked the return of students and teaching staff who par- 
ticipated in the International Student Service Summer Program in India to 
their universities in all parts of the world, better informed and better prepared 
to evaluate intelligently the problems of South-East’ Asia. This program 
included an Inter- University Seminar in Mysore, India, the twenty-third I.S.S. 
Annual Conference in Bombay, and study tours which preceded and followed 
the Bombay meeting. . 
‘g The three-week Inter-University Seminar brought together fifty students 
and professors from the North American continent, several European coun- — 
tries and India for the study of ‘“The Role of the University in Training for 
Social Development’’. 
_ The twenty-third I.S.S. Annual Conference, which met from August 11-23 
in Bombay, included among its delegates the majority of those who had 
attended the Inter-University Seminar and who brought to the conference some 
four weeks of experience in India. In addition, students and professors from 
countries previously unrepresented brought the total number of delegates from 
twenty-six nations to more-than one hundred. 
The theme of the conference, ‘“‘University Expansion in the Service of Inter- 
national Understanding and National Progress”, offered an occasion for the 
discussion of such issues as the problem of securing world peace. _~- 
-- The conference was followed by a meeting of the I.S.S. General Assembly 
which performed a number of important tasks, including the second reading of 
the Statutes and method of establishing ‘“‘World University Service”, new inter- 
national organization to replace International Student Service and World 
Student Relief this autumn, the planning of the 1951 program of action for 
“W.U.S.”, based largely on recommendations forwarded by the conference 
commissions, and the discussion of the role of I.S.S. in promoting world peace. 

The planned study-travel program following the Annual Conference includ- 
ed, for one group of foreign students, visits to Delhi, Agra, Benares and Calcutta, 
and for a second group, travel to Delhi and Agra in India and to Lahore and 
Karachi in Pakistan. These two study tours gave delegates an opportunity to 
see more than metropolitan India. The groups witnessed both India’s past and 
present: palaces and temples from another age, the refugee camps at Delhi and 
Calcutta, to which W.S.R. has given material assistance, and the university 
centres which delegates visited. The program also included some opportunity 
10 see conditions of rural life in present-day India. 

Both the Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, and President of the Republic, 


asad, entertained study tour participants in informal receptions in New ~— - 


Delhi. The response by “‘official’’ India in every province and city to the I.S.S. 
P - 
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Prime Minister Pandit Nehru receives students on I.S.S. tour 


program was strongly indicative of government interest and support for this 
kind of “education for international understanding’. & 

Most delegates in estimating the value of this visit to India would think in 
terms of their total experience, rather than of any single event. Although many 
learned much about university systems and contemporary university trends 
they probably gained their greatest eeu! into Asian problems outside. the 
meeting halls. 

Westerners returned to their Sotenes and universities in America and Europe 
with a broader knowledge of Indian history and culture and a more developed 
awareness of economic, social and political conditions and trends today. But 
more important than the intelligent recognition of differences which exist 
between East and West was the discovery of great similarities between the 
university communities in these two areas of the world. University and student 
problems — kinds of curricula and training, academic freedom and student 
political activity, student needs — were found to be, if not exactly the same, at 
least of common concern, in many countries. The desire of all students for 
increased contact with their fellow students in different countries was expressed 
again and again, as delegates sought ways of promoting international solidarity 
among members of the world university community. 


* * * 


The World’s Student Christian Federation would like to express ie des 
regret at the tragic event which occurred towards the end of the Internationa 


120 


Student Service Summer Program in India: Dean Everett Moore Baker, Chair- 
man of I.S.S., was killed in an airplane accident near Cairo as he was returning 
from India to the United States. 

Everett Moore Baker, Dean of Students at Massachussetts Institute of 
‘3 Technology, was elected Chairman of I.S.S. at the meeting of its Assembly in 
_ Montreux in March 1950. In the following months he gave splendid leader- 
_ ship to I.S.S., and all those who have known him will deeply regret his absence 
in the future. 
__. We would like to express our deepest sympathy to the members of his 
_ family and his many friends, and pray that the peace and comfort of God may 


be with them. oo 


WHAT IS THE TASK 
_ OF THE CHURCH-RELATED 
COLLEGE ? 


_ One delegate to the Seminar on the Church-Related College, sponsored 
jointly by the World Council of Christian Education and the World’s Student 
_ Christian Federation, which met at Moulton College, Toronto, July 26- 
‘ August 8, was financed by his college chiefly because its president was so 
impressed by the name of the meeting. Even so, none of the twenty-seven dele- 


gates from their fifteen countries who came to this gathering with the imposing - 


_ title had the faintest idea what to expect, since such a meeting had never before 
been held. 2 
~ The diversity of background of the members of the group was enough to 
‘make one feel very doubtful on the first day of the possibility of achieving any 
new insights. We had seven college presidents from six countries, secretaries of 
national Christian College Associations from the United States, Japan and the 
“Philippines, teachers of languages, philosophy, sociology, biology, mathema- 
tics, religion, psychology, medicine and history, S.C.M. secretaries and stu- 
‘dents. In terms of social and political background, we represented the diverse 
problems of colleges in Islamic countries, colleges facing the pressure-amount- 
‘ing almost to persecution of Roman Catholic cultures, colleges competing with 
huge, richly-endowed state universities, colleges free to determine their own 
curriculum and those tied at every turn by a secular government or a larger 
university of which they form part, colleges in communist dominated areas, 
colleges controlled by foreign ‘“‘absentee” Boards, etc. 

_ However, a remarkable mutual understanding and sense of common pur- 
pose quickly developed. This was due to a number of factors : partly, it was 
the competent, firm and yet gracious chairing of Sarah Chakko, Principal of 
the Isabella Thoburn College in Lucknow, and of the World Council of Chur- 
ches; partly, the presence of Arnold Nash with his vigourous and provocatively 
effective way of forcing us to face basic issues ; very largely, it resulted from the ~ 
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two days we spent at the beginning introducing ourselves and voicing our spe-_ 
cial concerns and expectations for the seminar ; but chiefly, it was the hour Onn 
Bible study each day in which we tried to discern God’s challenge to the 
Church-related college, and in which we shared our deepest convictions and — 
~ Jearned to love and trust one another as Christians. 

After several days of plenary meetings, the seminar divided into sub-com- 
missions on (a) The Purpose of the Church College, (b) The General Curri-. 
culum, (c) The Religious Life of the College, and (d) Organizational Problems. 
It then subdivided again according to regional problems. The reports of these 
sub-groups were carefully discussed and revised by the whole seminar 1. Much 
of their importance lies not so much in the positive solutions suggested as in 
the problems which are raised and the perspective which a world view of the 
Church college provides. 

The one basic conviction which soon dominated all our discussions was 
that in the present historical epoch the Church college is essential to the well- 
being of the Church and to the accomplishment of her task of announcing 
the Gospel of Christ to all mankind. Sometimes it is said that we are living in 
a post-Christian age. This is a particularly fashionable phrase in Europe. 
There may be some faint suggestion of truth in it as applied to Europe, but 
when we look at the whole world, as was the privilege of the members of the 
seminar, it is patently clear that we are in a pre-Christian, indeed an almost 
totally pre-Christian age. The world in which Christians are educating and 
being educated is largely pagan — it is the “world” of St. John’s Gospel 
which rejects Christ and His truth. 

The Christian knows that valid education must recognize the fact that the 
universe can only be truly understood as the creation of God ; that nature and 
human life are not self-explanatory; that absolute human loyalties belong to no 
man, group or process, but to the transcendent universal God. Man is the 
creature of God, created for freedom, responsibility and love. He is a sinful 
being who needs to acknowledge his sin rather than project it upon his enemies, 
demons, social conditions or any of the many alternative scapegoats which pri- 
mitive and modern societies provide. The human spirit craves a love and 
fulfilment which it cannot provide itself. God and His Kingdom are the end 
of human life and history and when men-accept lesser ends they are guilty of 
the idolatries so obvious and disastrous in modern history. The members of 
the seminar were almost unanimous in the conviction that if the Church realis- 
tically wishes education to be based on such a view of life and the universe, we 
cannot depend only on valiant, isolated, struggling, individual Christians, but- 
must form groups and institutions which will consciously seek to realize the — 
educational implications of the above facts in their common group life and in 
their approach to the various academic disciplines. This is the essential task of 
the Church college. ; 


1 These reports are to be edited and published, probably by the end of 1950, 
and can be ordered either directly from the Federation office in Geneva or through 
the headquarters of national Student Christian Movements related to the Federation. 
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Australia 


The following report has been received 
_ of an interesting experimental conference 
_ held recently in Australia. 


_ The S.C.M. and the Science Associa- 

_ tion in the University of Sydney com- 

_ bined forces in what must have been a 

- unique conference in the history of the 

_A.S.C.M. Sixty students and staff of 

the Faculty of Science met for a week- 
end conference on “God... and the 

- Scientist’s World’. Mr. H. F. Newman, 

_ chairman of the South Australian State 

- Council, was the special speaker, and 

Dr. Charles Birch, president of the 

. Science Association, acted as chairman. 

- The conference was preceded by much 

_ preparation and study by the organizing 

committee. During the week preceding 

~ it’ two preparatory addresses on “The 
Concept of Nature in Western Thought” 
and on “Science and Philosophy” were 

- given to the Science Association. 

* In the opening address entitled “‘The 
p Battle between Truth and~-Opinion’’, 
' Mr. Newman analysed the widely- 
held view that truth is discoverable 

“only in the realm of the physical and 

biological sciences, and that in other 

~ realms only approximation and opinion 

‘can be obtained. In some cases this 

amounts to the view that any opinion 

is as good as any other, that in the 
realm of religion and philosophy there 

_is no objective truth, only prejudice or 
opinion. 

The conference centred around the 

- Idea of God. In what sense is it possible 

for a scientist to be consistent as a 

scientist and still have a belief in God ? 

Is it possible that the estrangement 

between science and religion has been 

_ due to the inadequacy of man’s concep- 
tion of God? In the recognition that 
science has shattered some traditional 
conceptions of God, the conference 

“moved on to the attempt of the great 

_ philosopher-scientist, A. N. Whitehead 
of Harvard, to bring some sort of 

synthesis out of the discoveries of 


- the first time in their lives. 


‘-EDERATION AROUND THE WORLD 


modern science and its implications for 
religion. The Whiteheadian conception 
of God as organically related to the 
world was opened up in the second 
address, “‘Is There a Purpose in Nature ?” 
This was followed the next evening by 
a student symposium on materialism 
chaired by-Dr. R. N. Robertson of the 
Botany Department. The final address, 
“The Love of God Persuades Us’, 
developed the conception of God as 
related to human life and as revealed 
in the teaching of Jesus. 

The conference was an extraordinarily 
enriching experience. A number of 
students have since said that they have 
begun to see new meaning in religion 
and in the relevance of God in the 
world and in human life. Others began 
to think seriously about. these things for 
The presence 
of scepties and doubters added greatly 
to the spirit and critical thought of the 
conference. .One student, who was 
honestly struggling with a thoroughgoing 
materialism, later in the week asked the 
chairman if he could suggest ways in 
which his thinking was possibly moving 
along barren and false lines. Others 
confessed to cracks which had appeared 
in their own materialistic conceptions, - 
and some who had scarcely opened 
the New Testament asked for guides 
to the teaching of Jesus. It was most 
fortunate that the conference coincided 
with the visit to Sydney of Jim Williams, 
a Canadian S.C.M.er from the University 
of British Columbia, whose enthusiasm 
for the teaching of Jesus and a scientific 
approach to the study of the Gospel 
records spread through the conference. 

Since the conference there has been 
a demand for a continuation of discus- 
sion of the field opened up, for a further 
study of Whitehead’s philosophy, and 
for a study of the teaching of Jesus 
about God and man. 

Where we might have expected a 
certain coolness to the conference on 
the part of the university staff, we were 
met instead with an encouraging spirit 
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of cooperation. One professor who 
was present said that he thought the 
free and creative discussions at the 
conference were the best possible train- 
ing for science students. A second 
urged the sponsors to publish as much 
as possible of the proceedings, as he 
felt the need among his students for 
an alternative to the materialistic concep- 
tions implicit in so much of the univers- 
ity’s approach. 

There is little doubt that the confer- 
ence provided a means of evangelism to 
a wide group of students who shy away 
from the usual S.C.M. programs, yet 
who have problems and needs which are 
the Movement’s concern. Its success is 
probably associated with the deliberate 
attempt to start with student needs. 
There are unquestionably some students 
who can start at this point and nowhere 
else; it is these students who are 
untouched by the average run of confer- 
ences. We would suggest this approach 
as a necessary part of the evangelism 
of a progressive Movement. 


Austria 


The Vienna branch of the Austrian 
Student Christian Movement has report- 
ed a very full program of activities 
during the summer semester. Of primary 
importance were the two Bible study 
groups, one for men and one for women, 
who met weekly to study passages from 
the prophet Daniel and the First Epistle 
of St.John. A common monthly 
meeting was held at which ideas and 
opinions were exchanged. A _ Bible 


' study group, led by student pastors 


and the students themselves, was org- 
anized at the Students’ Home, the first 
time this had been attempted. Prayers 
were held at the beginning of each week 
and again on Saturday. 

A week-end conference considered 
the two subjects of ‘Is there a Christian 
ethic ?”” and “Moral idealism or obed- 
ience ?”, while a second week-end was 
given to an exchange of views with 
some representatives of the Oxford 
Group (Moral Rearmament). A series 
of retreats were held, the first on ‘“What 
is the task of the Student Christian 


Movement ?”. Another discussed the — 
problem ‘What do I expect from the 
Church ?”” and came to the conclusion — 
that the question should be, ‘‘What does 
the Church expect from me ?’’. 

The Easter retreat for men and women 
students was held at Weilding, near 
Vienna, and centred on the theme 
“Community”, which was developed 
in the following lectures: “What does 
the Bible mean by ‘community’ ?’, 
“What are the duties of a Christian 
community in our time?”’, and “A 
community of a people — community 
among peoples’. 

The S.C.M. also participated in the 
Day of Witness of the Protestant youth 
through assisting in a radio play and a 
public demonstration. Regular excur- 
sions and recreational activities rounded 
out the semester’s program. 


The Christian Movement of 
Russian Students in America 


One hundred D.P. students met for 
their first summer conference in the 
United States at Whitestone near New 
York, July 1-4. This group has been 
organized by Father Alexander Kisselev, 
who was present at Whitby last summer, ~ 
and a group of young people who had 
worked with him in the D.P. camps in 
Germany. It is an attempt to meet the 
great spiritual hunger of these newly- — 
emigrated students, who feel lost amid 


~the new conditions of American life. 


“What, does it mean to live in the 
Church ?”, “The soul of the Russian 
people and bolshevism”’, ‘Christianity 
and nationality”, ‘Existentialism and 
Christianity’, ‘““The history and ideology — 
of the Russian Student Christian Mov- 
ement’’ these were some of the 
subjects discussed. 

There was a communion service each 
morning in the Russian Orthodox 
Church, and a vespers service each — 
evening. On the last evening all partic- 
ipants, some of whom had had no 
contact with the Church for many — 
years, went to confession and took Holy 
Communion the following morning at 
a eucharistic service. 
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_ Plans were made for the extension 
_ of the work and for the structure of 
__the new organization, and the conference 
adopted the following resolution: “‘The 
Movement considers itself as an organic 
member of the Russian Student Christian 
~ Movement outside Russia (through which 
it will be affiliated with the Federation) 
and adopts the name of Christian 
Movement of Russian Students in 
_ America.” 


New Zealand 


“The delegates to this study confer- 
4 ence for one week lived as a disciplined 
-community, in prayer, study and rest. 

By this means the New Zealand Student 

_ Christian Movement has gained a 
disciplined inner nucleus of students, 

not only to prepare for our planned 
- Mission to the University, but to act 

as a leaven in the work and witness of 

_ the Movement.” 

“This is how their General Secretary 
ae described the results of the first 
Study Conference held last May by 

_ the New Zealand S.C.M. The program 
“was.built around a daily discipline 

_ which included morning worship, periods 

of quiet, Bible study, time for private 
_teading, addresses and discussion, and 
“which culminated in two services of 
Holy Communion, one Anglican and 
one non-Anglican. 

-Periods of prayer and worship were 
‘held in a chapel set aside in the “‘upper 
-room’”’ of the school. “It came to be 
“used more and more for private dev- 
otions. Most of the conference knelt 
‘on the uncarpeted floor for prayers 
and the singing in the chapel was 
“unaccompanied. The evening worship 
was an advance on worship as many 
had known it in the S.C.M. There was 
a service of compline including plain 
song on Monday night. On Tuesday 
the service was in the form of a prayer 
meeting — periods of silence and ex 
tempore prayer. On Wednesday evening 
a new form of service was used, the 
leader beginning with prayers followed 
by a litany of intercession, specially 
‘prepared by selected members of the 
congregation. Through these services 


-) 


the whole conference knew and under- 
stood the true nature of prayer as 
corporate — each one sustaining the 
other, giving the worship a buoyancy 
without any tension or unnatural piety.” 

The conference heard four addresses 
by chaplains of various branches and 
by Norman Gilkison, the General 
Secretary, on ““Man’s Disorder”, espec- 
ially in relation to the S.C.M. in the 
university, ““God’s Design’ as expressed 
in evangelism as God’s answer to 
man’s need, “The Authority of the 
Bible”? which can be understood only 
through revelation, and “‘Worship and 
Prayer’. Serious consideration was 
also given to the meaning of the Mission 
to the University to be held next spring 
under the leadership of Bishop Stephen 


"Neill of the World Council of Churches, 


for which this study conference was 
in partial preparation. 


Germany 


The ““Tron Curtain” has divided 


Europe into-two separate worlds, but © 


German student Christians stoutly resist 
the theory that Germany can be cut 
in two, like a worm, and that each 
half can live on separately. 

Student Christian groups in Western 


Germany have turned to the-discussion 


of such questions as, “Do we fully 
understand our responsibility in regard 
to students in the East ?”” Many student 
congregations in the West are sponsoring 
Christian student groups in the East, 
where students who do not belong to 
the Communist Party receive smaller 
food and clothing rations. These 
Western Christians, though living in 
difficult economic conditions themselves, 
bring to their weekly Bible study meetings 
their contributions of a tin of meat, 
a half pound of grease, or some chocolate 
for their fellow students in the East. 
With the help of C.A.R.E. packages 
sent by Christian students, they are 
able to maintain a steady flow of these 
parcels to the East. In addition, the 
entire offerings of some German Stud- 


entengemeinde groups are being sent 


to students in Eastern Germany. 
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For students in the East, this contact 
with Christians in the West has become 
a matter of “life or death”. They 
need to know that they have not been 
forgotten, and that their fellow students 
in the West are praying for them and 
helping them to sustain the fight. Some 
travel between the zones is still possible, 
and from time to time Western students 
have attended retreats and conferences 
in the East. Those who haye done 
so have returned to their own student 
groups to encourage the sending of 
parcels, and also to study the communist 
ideology in order that they may take 
some small part in the great spiritual 
struggle of Europe. 

Students from the Eastern zone have 
come in great numbers to Western 
universities, often because they have 
been refused admission to Eastern 
universities as a result of “family back- 
ground’. Due to insurmountable cur- 
rency regulations, they must come 
without a pfennig in their pockets. 
Many are undernourished or ill with 
tuberculosis, and the problem of feeding, 
clothing and furnishing medical treat- 
ment to the neediest among them has 
severely taxed the resources of both 
student Christian groups and Western 
congregations. 

Recently members of the student 
Christian group at a university in 
Eastern Germany launched an evang- 
elistic campaign on their campus. When 
they talked with communist students 
about God and His law, about the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and His for- 
giveness, they were denounced by the 
local authorities, taken into custody 
and placed on trial. Of this tense period, 
one student later wrote, ‘‘In those days, 
the words of the Bible gained new 
weight. Our devotional services were 
well attended, and the congregation 
grew together. We experienced some- 
thing wonderful, and we came out 
undamaged ! We do not clearly see 
the reasons why, but we accepted this 
preservation, as from God’s hands.” 
With the release of the students, many 
new faces appeared at Bible study 
meetings of the group. At a weekly 
intercessory prayer group those who 


had been on trial said of their accusers, | 
“What else is there left than to love 


them in the name of One Who died 
for the godless ?’’. 

Reports such as this are a constant 
challenge to students in the West. 
Many, feeling called to go into the 


Eastern zone, are now preparing for 


a hard and dangerous ministry. 


Greece 


Our congratulations to the Student 
Christian Association of Greece on the 
publication of the first issue of their 


Greek Orthodox News Sheet in its new 
and attractive format. It is printed 


on blue paper in clearly legible type 


and is very reminiscent of the old 
Federation News Sheet. Their opening 
editorial says in part: “The fact that 
this change coincides with another 
similar change at the ecumenical level, 
namely the new form of the Federation 
News Sheet, could be accepted as a 
good and encouraging sign for its 
success. The editors of the Greek 
Orthodox News Sheet would be more 


than satisfied if their modest ambition — 


to produce 
the ‘old’ 
to be fulfilled.” We extend every good 


something equivalent to 


wish to the Greek S.C.A. for the success — 


of their new venture. 

The first issue, published partly in 
English and partly in French, contains 
among other things a report of their 
second annual conference held at Ekali 
near Athens, on the theme of ‘“‘The 
Task of the S:C.A.” 
“I am among them’. Three Commis- 
sions — Biblical, Study and Political — 
discussed this subject from different 
viewpoints. 

The members of the Biblical Commis- 
sion, realizing the essential place of the 
Bible, not only in the Orthodox Church 
but also in the spiritual and moral 
life of the S.C.A., proposed that all 
members of the S.C. ‘A. should participate 
in Bible study groups. Study outlines 
and other material should be published 
to assist in this work, and each student 
should prepare himself beforehand for 
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Federation News Sheet were 


| 


with the motto — 


Behe common atiay They Abs eresed 
e 
the importance of training Bible study 
leaders for groups both within and 
outside the S.C.A. 
_ The work of the Study Committee 
_ of the Greek S.C.A., which was discussed 
-at the conference, aims chiefly at the 
development of the full Christian per- 
sonality among its members. To change 
the attitude of narrow-mindedness on 
‘the part of theological students and 
_Teligious youth on the one hand, and 
the short-sightedness and exclusiveness 
within their narrow scientific framework 
of the rest of university students on the 
other, is the raison d’étre of the Study 
Committee. The conference recom- 
mended the continuation of such actiy- 
“ities as public lectures, the publication 
of a quarterly magazine, and special 
courses on ecumenism for the training 
-of leaders. 

The conference recognized that while 
the Orthodox Church policy of non- 
intervention in political affairs sets 
‘definite limits to political study and 
action within the S.C.A., there are 
‘many “political” problems to which 
Christians cannot remain indifferent — 
the attack on the liberty and independ- 
ence of Greece, social injustice and 
Prejudice, and the repatriation of 
refugees. While it was decided to 
postpone for the present the setting-up 
of a permanent Political Commission, 
the Executive Committee and the General 
Secretary were asked to carry on the 
work being done, in particular the 
‘exchange of ideas and sharing of inform- 
ation with similar commissions of 
other Movements or ecumenical organ- 
izations. 

A lively plenary session on “The 
Attitude of the S.C.A. of Greece 
towards the Ecumenical Movements” 
resulted in the adoption of the following 
resolution : - 


1. We declare our devotion to the 
Greek Orthodox Church in Her attitude 
towards the other Member Churches. 
of the World Council of Churches. 


2. We think that the Orthodox Church 
ought to participate actively in the 
work of the Ecumenical Movement. 
First, because She is the True Church 
of Christ and it is Her duty to meet 
the rest of the Churches, in order to 
help their representatives understand 
the doctrinal truths as they are kept. 
unchanged in the Orthodox Church 
from the Apostolic Years. And secondly, 
because the World Council of Churches 
is a very important movement appealing 
to every Christian soul ey prays for 
Church Reunion. 


, 3. We send our Christian message 
of love to all fraternal S.C.M.s of the 
other Churches throughout the world, 
with whom we are united through the 
World’s Student Christian Federation. 


4. We express our deep desire for 
better understanding and more frequent 
contacts with fraternal Student Move- 
ments of the Roman Catholic Church, 
especially with those affiliated to Pax 
Romana. It is our firm belief that any 
effort for Church Reunion will remain 
incomplete, unless all the main Church 
traditions are determined to join it. 


5. We finally approve the-decisions. 
of the First Orthodox Youth Consult- 
ation (Bossey, Jan. 1949) and the 
action taken thereafter. We declare 
our readiness to support and encourage: 
any further steps towards closer co- 
Operation between Orthodox Youth 
and Student Movements all over the 
world. We should therefore welcome 
the establishment of a permanent inter- 
national body to strengthen  inter- 
Orthodox relations and to co-ordinate 
their action within the Ecumenical 
Movement. 


The price of a year’s subscription to the new News Sheet is as follows: 


Sw. Fr. 2.50; 3 s. 6 d.; $1.00. 


Subscription orders may be sent to your national $.C.M. office or to 
Federation headquarters. 
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At-the beginning of a new year we ask you particularly to intercede for the whole 
life of the Federation. We suggest that you join in common prayer with other mem- 
bers of the Federation using this weekly plan. a be 


Sunday. Let us pray that God will raise up in all the members of the Federation 
a new sense of the world-wide mission of the Church. Let us pray that every student 
Christian group in our Federation, which exists for the sake of this mission, may be 
filled with the Spirit of power, to witness boldly and faithfully to Jesus Christ to all 
students, and in every part of university life. And let us pray that each of these groups 
may become a living community and a worshipping community, that so thay may be 
witnessing communities. : : 
Monday. Let us pray that God will bind each of these groups by His Spirit in 
communion together across all denominational frontiers. May He grant to them 
loyalty to the truth thay have received and openness to new truth; may they learn 
understanding and sympathy for the convictions of those of other churches. And 
let us beseech Him to send us all a longing that “‘they all may be one, that the world 
may believe’’. 


. Tuesday. Let us pray that God by His open and hidden grace may transform 
the universities of the world, that all those who teach and study there may seek the 
truth with integrity in true community with one another, that the universities may be 
what He wills them to be. Let us pray that He will grant to all our S.C.M.s grace 
to share in the offering to Him of worship for all the university, and therein to offer to” 
Him the liturgy of the mind. — ‘ * 


Wednesday. Let us pray that the S.C.M.s everywhere may come to understand their 
obedience to God in the world struggle, that they may through their members wit-— 
ness to His righteousness in concrete political action in each of the situations in 
which He has placed them. And may He grant that as they so witness, the different - 


' decisions which they take may never break the community of love and trust in the 
_ Federation. 4 


Thursday. Let us pray that the study of the Bible in all our groups may become 3 
_ more and more a source of grace and unity, that God will by this means with growing 
plainness speak to them His word of judgment and mercy. hl 


_ Friday. Let us pray for the work of the Federation among theological. students, 
especially for the fruits of the conference for theological students which took place 
at Stein this August. May He grant that through this work a new generation of 
ministers may be helped to know the meaning of ministry in one Holy Catholic 


Church, set in the world for the worship of God and to work with Him for its salva- 
tion. me : 


Saturday. Finally let us pray for the staff of the Federation, that they may be 
guided and upheld by God in the service of the Federation. At this time let us pray 
that they may be guided in putting into effect the decisions for the life and work of 
the Federation taken by its Executive Committee this August. Especially, let us pray 
for the visit of Marie-Jeanne de Haller to the United States of America in the last 


three months of this year, and for the work of Winburn Thomas in India, Pakistan. 
and Ceylon. kok isan 
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